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What is the point of ESD? 







2015/16 
• Average 6.6% reduction in electricity usage in 

halls at 44 universities 
• Saving of over 1,800 tonnes of CO2 and £320,000  
• 26,000 students (19%) signed up as Eco-Power 

Rangers 
• 2,000 photos uploaded, 1,100 attendees at 

training events, 7,000 students on our Facebook 
pages and over 21,000 entrants to our online 
climate quiz 
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Total number of Green Impacts actions completed across 

all our Green Impact programmes each year, including 

the percentage done as a result of the scheme 

Done as a result of Green Impact
Doing already
The percentage of actions done as a result of Green Impact



 

Staff in 
departments 

Students 
in halls 

Curriculum 

Private 
accommodation 

Private 
accommodation 

Attitudes-behaviours-habits 





Student demand for sustainability 

10 

Higher 
education  

 Q: To what extent, if at all, would you say that you personally agree with the following statements?  
 ‘I would like to learn more about sustainable development’ 
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Student involvement in GI 



Student involvement in GI 









 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Student involvement in GI 



Student involvement in GI 



Student involvement in GI 



Knowledge and understanding,  
skills and attributes 

Communication 
skills & 

relationship 
building 

Critical thinking 
Plan for the long 
term as well as 
the short term 

Global citizenship 
perspectives 

Understand 
sustainability 

context of 
your discipline 

Interdiciplinarity 

Motivation 

Ability 
to bring 
about 

change 

Sustainability 
values, 

attitudes and 
behaviours 

Connection 
to nature 

Systems 
thinking 



Student involvement in GI 

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
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Student involvement in GI 

Earth Charter 



Student involvement in GI 



Kingston University 

“If a university genuinely teaches how to engage with ideas, then 
the outcome is a certain kind of creative resilience, and 
adaptability to different kinds of situation and challenge.  

 

The kinds of students who emerge from this sort of university 
will be precisely those who are not just ready for a particular 

profession and workplace but ‘career-ready’, or perhaps rather 
‘life-ready’.  

 

They will be adaptable, confident, knowledgeable, cognitively 
and practically resilient and innovative, and aware of their social 
responsibilities as citizens of contemporary, globalized societies.” 

 

University of Bristol, Bristol Futures paper presented to  
Senate Feb 2016 
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Student involvement in GI 



 
 New Ecological Paradigm 

The New Ecological Paradigm scale is a measure of endorsement of a “pro-ecological” world view 
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Student involvement in GI 



   



 
 
 
 
www.nus.org.uk/sustainability  
 

jamie.agombar@nus.org.uk 
 
 


