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Overview 
 

• What story are we living in, and educating to? 

• Effective practice at Blackpool and the Fylde College 

• LSIS research findings 

• Critical thinking: teaching it & how it relates to the story 

• Reflections and next steps – Sustainability manager 

Blackpool and the Fylde College 

• Q&A 

• Aha moments 
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The three stories 
 

     Story 1          Story 2   Story 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Business as usual       Consequences of            A sustainable 

         business as usual           future 
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Embedding 

Sustainability at 

Blackpool and The 

Fylde College 



What is Sustainable Development? 
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Sustainable development  is about using resources more efficiently, in order 

for society to reduce not only its impact on the environment, but on the 

economy, whilst improving social impacts both locally and globally to ensure a 

fairer and more sustainable future.  

 

 



• Education and Sustainable Development (ESD)  

 

Education for Sustainable Development 

(ESD)  
 

• Education is essential to sustainable development, in order to improve SD 

we need to understand it 

 

• The education of today is crucial to enhancing the ability of the leaders and 

citizens of tomorrow to create solutions and find new paths to a better, more 

sustainable future…  

 

• SD will impact on you in the workplace  

 

• You can make a difference  



 

The Three Elements of Sustainable Development  
 

The diagram illustrates the three elements of SD and focuses not just on the economic value of a 

company or project, but also on the environmental and social value   

 

Environmental 

 Economic Social Economic- Social  

Environmental-
Economic 

Social – 
Environmental  

Sustainability = 
Human happiness  

All three elements are required in order to achieve sustainable development and an impact 

on one element will usually have a knock on effect for the other two elements 



 

To put it another way let me introduce the 

Wombat… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IHyH3MPgZDo  
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 You should investigate the ethics behind the multi million pound hair extensions 

industry, looking at where and how hair is sourced: 

Indian Hindus  

Russia 

South America 

China 

 

You should investigate  how much money women receive for their hair and the 

circumstances surrounding hair donations, along with how much profit companies 

and hairdressers are making from the hair.   

 

Who are the real winners and earners in the industry? 

 

Consider the reasons why more and more western women are using hair 

extensions. 

 

You should discuss the issue in class and produce a display illustrating the impacts 

of the hair extensions industry   

 

1.0 Hair and Beauty Task 



 

The truth behind hair extensions 

The UK is now the third largest importer of human hair in the world, with £38 

million worth entering the country in 2011 and 70% market growth in the last 5 

years. 

If you knew the truth about how extensions were bought in the first place, would 

you think differently about buying them? 

 

 Aside from a few hair-raising stories in the media, it’s doubtful that salons or 

their customers – perhaps even the wholesalers – are aware the reality behind 

the hair extension industry. 



 



 

2.0 A Business Studies Task 

Every year, over 

40,000 tents get 

left at festivals, 

most of which go 

straight to landfill 

– a huge waste. 



 Your challenge is to 

outline a potentially 

viable solution to the 

problem of the 40,000 

abandoned tents 

each year. 

 

How will you 
solve this 
problem? 



‘Aha’ moments  

 
- The best way to teach sustainability is to relate it to the students 

studies 

  

- Don’t assume staff and students know about sustainability. 

 

- Always use case studies so that students can relate to the 

information  

 

- Encourage the students to ask questions and spark debates and 

discussions amongst the group 
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Research overview 
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Critical questions (generic competence) 
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Standard critical thinking in motor vehicle 

maintenance & engineering 
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FE HE 

How does a car engine 
work? 
How do different fuel 
types work? 



Extended critical thinking in motor vehicle 

maintenance & engineering 
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FE HE 

What impact have 
different fuel types on 
a car’s performance 
and what are their 
different impacts, 
intended or 
unintended, on people 
who drive them and 
society at large? 

What would a car have 
to be and look like to 
achieve equal or 
improved speeds & 
distance while cutting 
emissions by at least 
50%? 



Reflections and Q&A 
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‘Aha’ moments 
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