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Biophilia - humans innate  

connection with nature  

Image: Michelle Karpman 



Savannah Theory 



Savannah theory in practice 

Image: Michelle Karpman 



Biophilic Design Principle 1.  

Views onto nature 

Image: Glen Irani Architects – Hover House 3 



Biophilic Design Principle 2.  

Improve Natural light  

The circadian rhythm – lighting system Image: Glen Irani Architects – Hover House 3 



Biophilic Design Principle 3. 

Use natural materials, textures  

& patterns 



Biophilic Design 

Nature mimics 

'info@minarc.com‘ 

Surface View Interface 

looseleafstore.com.au 



Biophilic Design Principle 4. 

Recuperation spaces 

Top: Apple‘s Campus 2 Foster + Partners 
Left: HQ Microsoft Austria INNOCAD Architektur ZT GmbH 
Image: Paul Ott 



Inspiration  

Apple HQ - Cupertino 

Image: Apple Campus 2 Fosters + Partners  



Inspiration 

Google HQ Mountain View 

Image: Heatherwick Studio, BIG, Google 



Biophilic design: 

The business case 

Image Courtesy of World Green Building Council 
Health, Wellbeing & Productivity in Offices report 



Biophilic Design  

in the work place report 



Current statistics  



Top 5 office wish list 



Benefits of Biophilic elements 



Report Findings –  

British Office Motivators 

• Increase Happiness: availability of natural light, natural materials and white surfaces 
• Increase Creativity: colours purple and green 
• Increase Productivity: plenty of natural light and inclusion of indoor plants 
 

Image: Courtesy of Tom Dixon 



St Mary’s school  

Jessop and Cook Architects  

Jessop and Cook Architects 
Image: Nikhilesh Haval of Nikreations  



Biophilic principles in action 

Jessop and Cook Architects 
Image: Nikhilesh Haval of Nikreations  



Artificial lighting solutions 

Image: Philips Lighting  



Views Onto nature 

Singapore school of the arts - Woha 



Incorporating Greenery. 

Imges Nils Norman's  
Canisius College G-O2  



Learning in nature 

Images: Blue Forest 



Natural materials, 

textures and patterns  

Images: Tectoniques Architecture 



Recuperation spaces 

Images: Philips lighting  



Humanspaces.com 

A compendium of biophilic research  

www.humanspaces.com 



• Consider “whole human needs” in learning spaces and offices. 

• Create active and recuperative spaces. 

• Maximise natural light or circadian lighting systems. 

• Improve your view -add greenery and nature where possible. 

• Value exterior space to encourage a connection with nature. 

• Specify natural materials & textures in new surfaces and finishes. 

• Acoustics matter – measure acoustic absorption levels. 

 

• Biophilic spaces can keep students engaged in education.  

• Reduced staff absenteeism and productivity staff engaged. 


