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What is a car club? 

• Member-based organisation 

• Hire by the hour  

• Self-service, 24/7  

• Convenient locations  

• Different models 

• Enabler of behavioural change 

 



Car clubs in Scotland 

 

 

• 9,633 members  

• 27 car clubs, covering 30 locations (20 LA’s) 

• St Andrews Uni, Robert Gordon Uni,  



Scottish Car Club Fleet 

342 vehicles 

• 49% less CO2 than average UK car (90% in 3 
lowest emission bands) 

• 22% of the fleet is electric  

• Newer, safer; 89% are 5 or 5+ NCAP rating 

• Choice of vehicles 
 

 



Benefits of a car club 

Duty of 
care 

Newer, 
safer cars 

Open to 
public  

Potential 
for reduced 

costs 

Displacing grey fleet…. 

Parking 

Displacing 
pool cars… 

Choice of 
vehicles 

Organisation 
Less 

resource 



Part of the travel hierarchy 

 

 

Cycle / 
Walk 

Teleconference 

Public transport 

Car club / pool car 

Grey fleet 

(private car for business use) 



Suitable journey types 

1. Short-duration journeys  

2. Longer approach journeys by train 

 

 

 

N.B. Car clubs aren’t suitable for commuting.  

  



Benefits of a car club 

Sell / don’t 
buy a car 

Commuting 
options 

Less wear 
& tear on 

car 

Business 
travel 

insurance 

- No mileage rate 
- Less convenient 

Personal 
membership 

Staff 



Benefits of a car club 

Sharing 

Accessibility 

Less hassle 

Lower 
cost 

Choice of 
vehicle 

Students 



Behavioural Change 

After joining, Scottish members… 

• reduce their average household mileage by 967 
miles per year 

• are more likely to walk or take the bus more 
often 

• reduce their travel carbon footprint by 50%  

 



Using a car club 

Existing car club in your area 

• Corporate members (ad hoc use) 

• Block-booking 

 

No local car club 

• Tender for national operator 

 (Carplus can provide advice) 

 

 



Bikeplus 

• Bike sharing schemes 
– Fixed docking stations,  

– Staffed hubs 

– Peer to peer sharing 

– Use of smart locks 

• Guidance & case studies 

• New innovate ideas 

 
www.carplus.org.uk/projects/bikeplus/  

 

http://www.carplus.org.uk/projects/bikeplus/


Thanks! 

Any questions? 
 

 
Allie Page 

Allie@carplus.org.uk 
0131 243 2734 

www.carplus.org.uk 
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