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WASTE CHART - CLINICAL WASTE 
	CLINICAL WASTE - including soiled dressings, swabs, other contaminated waste from treatment areas, human tissue, incontinence pads, laboratory waste, syringes, needles, broken glass and sharp instruments (for ‘SHARPS’ see separate waste chart), laboratory and post mortem room waste, certain pharmaceutical waste such as plastic tablet bottles with residual tablet powder and empty blister strips. 

	HAZARDS 

	Physical / Chemical 
	Medical 
Risk of skin puncture and cross infection 
	Environmental 
Some organisms may be infectious / injurious to plants and animals. 

	HANDLING PRECAUTIONS 
Avoid all skin contact, exposure to contaminated sharps and routes of inhalation / ingestion. Observe strict personal hygiene. Ensure adherence to containment procedures. Handle with care using appropriate personal protective equipment as necessary, storage bags are to be handled only by the neck. 

	STORAGE 
Place directly into a YELLOW BAG clearly marked ‘ CLINICAL WASTE - FOR INCINERATION ONLY ’. The bag should be effectively sealed at the neck when three quarters full, using the ‘swan neck’ method and the appropriate tie. If no means of identification are shown on the tie, attach an identification label, clearly stating the point of origin. Yellow bags are to be stored only in the specialist clinical waste containers, strategically located throughout the hospital, health centre or clinic, and not left in corridors etc. The local collection and storage of clinical waste within hospitals, health centres / clinics is provided by dedicated staff, from point of use to the central clinical waste compound facility. The wheeled clinical waste containers will be exchanged on a one for one basis i.e. an empty container provided for each full one, thus obviating the need to handle the waste further. 

	SPILLAGES 
In the event of a spillage, wear nitrile gloves; wipe up any spilled fluids with absorbent material. Do not attempt to pick up sharps by hand, use dustpan and brush, or similar. Carefully place contaminated material in a new clinical waste bag, together with all other spilled clinical waste matter. Seal and label bag, and dispose of in the approved manner. Spillage areas to be treated with appropriate disinfectant. Advice on dealing with spillages may be obtained via the Health, Safety and Environment Unit at UHW. 

	TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL 
A licensed specialist clinical waste contractor will undertake the collection of clinical waste from the clinical waste compound under contract. Clinical waste will be transported from Trust premises by road, utilising specialist vehicles equipped for this purpose. Clinical waste will be incinerated at a licensed high temperature clinical waste incinerator plant. The ash residue from the incineration process will be disposed of at a licensed deep landfill site. 

	STATUTORY 
Health and Safety at Work Act 1974, Environmental Protection Act 1990, NHS and Community Care Act 1990, Environmental Protection (Duty of Care) Regulations 1991, Special Waste Regulations 1996, Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002. 
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For further information see http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/schoolsanddivisions/divisions/corps/osheu/guidance/hospitalsite/page26083/page25730.htm
