Case Study University of Bath Contaminated and Hazardous Waste Service

As a result of growing concern about legal compliance and a recognition that the cost of waste disposal was going to increase, senior management at the University of Bath decided that the issue of hazardous waste disposal must be addressed. In response the Contaminated and Hazardous Waste Services (C&HWS), consisting of two dedicated posts, was established in 1992.

The C&HWS provides guidance and advice and arranges for the collection and disposal of hazardous waste from the University. However, responsibility for carrying out risk assessments on activities likely to generate hazardous waste resides with the School or Centre. The Head of Department is responsible for ensuring that the procedures within their area are adequate to prevent a breach of the relevant legislation. 

The authorised person within the department generating the waste must provide a signed, written description of any hazardous waste to the C&HWS using the University’s own internal transfer note. Contractors are provided with this information along with the external transfer note signed by the C&HWS. 

Other responsibilities of the C&HWS include:

· Providing training in hazardous waste management to staff and students as part of the University’s Staff Development Programme and on the request of individual departments.

· Advising waste producers of the correct system for waste disposal.

· Collecting hazardous waste from producers.

· Storing waste securely on site while awaiting collection by contractors.

· Setting up contracts with carriers and disposal companies.

· Carrying out ‘duty of care’ visits to contractors’ sites.

· Maintaining documentation to meet legal obligations.

The C&HWS at University of Bath can be contacted on tel: 01225 386540 or e-mail:  P.J.Jewell@bath.ac.uk      http://internal.bath.ac.uk/waste/
