Case Study: Imperial College of Science, Technology and Medicine (1998)
The College estimated that as much as 50% of its general waste stream was cardboard. The College decided it would be appropriate to explore other means of dealing with this waste. A baling machine was hired through the local council and a trail scheme implemented centred on one building on the main campus. During the trial it was estimated that 75% of the cardboard in the waste stream from this building was removed. Following the trial the scheme was extended to additional locations on the main campus and an electric vehicle purchased to collect the cardboard from around the campus. The purchase cost for the truck was £12,000 with annual maintenance costs of £400 per annum. It was estimated that the vehicle was used for approximately 50% of its time on cardboard collection. A member of staff was employed on a full time basis to collect and bail the cardboard at a cost of approximately £12,000 per annum. Cardboard was collected free of charge by the local council. Cost savings from the scheme were estimated at £23,500 per annum which more than covered staff and vehicle maintenance costs.
