
Resources on Competencies and 
Pedagogies for Sustainability 
 
 

ESD competencies & pedagogies 
 
QAA & AdvanceHE (2021) Education for Sustainable Development Guidance.  

➔ Lists ESD competencies as well as suggestions for learning objectives for knowledge, 

skills, and values for each competency and suggests pedagogies to develop these. 

Access here with QAA/AdvanceHE membership. 

UNESCO (2017) Education for Sustainable Development Goals.  

➔ Lists competencies as well as learning objectives for each individual SGD. Access 

here. 

UNECE, 2012. Learning for the Future: Competences in Education for Sustainable 

Development. 

➔ Lists competencies for educators. Access here. 

Rieckmann, M. (2018) Learning to transform the world: key competencies in education for 

sustainable development 

➔ Book chapter that discusses competencies and range of 
pedagogies in greater detail. Access here. 

 

Ecopedagogy 
 
Introduction to Teaching Sustainability and Climate Action 

➔  FutureLearn course developed by Ria Dunkley. Access here. 

Ecopedagogy: An Introduction. (2010). Counterpoints, 359, 1–33.  

➔ Introductory chapter on Ecopedagogy. Access here (may be dependent on your 

institutional access options). 

Dunkley, R. (2021) Space-time Scapes as ecopedagogy. Journal of Environmental 

Education, 49(2), pp. 117-129. 

➔ Research and insights on spatial and temporal elements of environmental learning. 

Access here. 

 

 

https://www.qaa.ac.uk/the-quality-code/education-for-sustainable-development
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/in/documentViewer.xhtml?v=2.1.196&id=p::usmarcdef_0000247444&file=/in/rest/annotationSVC/DownloadWatermarkedAttachment/attach_import_82603519-4d73-431c-9324-8e0dcc1b6b1e%3F_%3D247444eng.pdf&locale=en&multi=true&ark=/ark:/48223/pf0000247444/PDF/247444eng.pdf#815_18_Learning%20Objectives_int_En.indd%3A.121511%3A374
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/in/documentViewer.xhtml?v=2.1.196&id=p::usmarcdef_0000247444&file=/in/rest/annotationSVC/DownloadWatermarkedAttachment/attach_import_82603519-4d73-431c-9324-8e0dcc1b6b1e%3F_%3D247444eng.pdf&locale=en&multi=true&ark=/ark:/48223/pf0000247444/PDF/247444eng.pdf#815_18_Learning%20Objectives_int_En.indd%3A.121511%3A374
https://unece.org/DAM/env/esd/ESD_Publications/Competences_Publication.pdf
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000261802
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/teaching-sustainability-climate-action-in-schools
http://www.jstor.org/stable/42980625
https://eprints.gla.ac.uk/147509/7/147509.pdf


Sources on pedagogical approaches 
 

- Enquiry based learning: University of Manchester Centre for Excellence in Enquiry 

Based Learning: What is EBL? Access here. 

- Problem based learning: McDonald & Savin-Baden (2004) A Briefing on Assessment 

in Problem-based Learning. (Includes introduction to PBL). Access here. 

- Collaborative learning: Laal & Ghodsi (2012) Benefits of collaborative learning. 

Access here (may be dependent on your institutional access options). 

- Learning by storytelling: AdvanceHE Learning Hub: Starter Tools – Learning through 

Storytelling. Access here. 

- Play-based learning: Hooker, R. (2021) Blog post: Positioning ‘play’ purposefully in 

the adult language learning classroom . Access here. 

- Experiential learning: Boston University Centre for Learning & Teaching. What is 

Experiential Learning? Access here. 

- Contemplative learning: Columbia University Centre for Learning and Teaching. 

Contemplative Pedagogy. Access here. See contemplative practices tree by The 

Center for Contemplative Mind in Society here. 

- Place-based learning: University of Edinburgh Teaching Matters Blog: Podcast – 

Place-Based Education (transcript towards bottom of page). Access here. 

 

For more materials from the workshop or any further questions, please get in touch with 

Kathrin Möbius: kmobius@eauc.org.uk 

http://www.ceebl.manchester.ac.uk/ebl/
https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets.creode.advancehe-document-manager/documents/hea/private/id349_a_briefing_on_assessment_in_problembased_learning_1568036654.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1877042811030205
https://www.advance-he.ac.uk/knowledge-hub/learning-through-storytelling-0
https://www.bera.ac.uk/blog/positioning-play-purposefully-in-the-adult-language-learning-classroom
https://www.bu.edu/ctl/guides/experiential-learning/
https://ctl.columbia.edu/resources-and-technology/resources/contemplative-pedagogy/
https://www.contemplativemind.org/practices/tree
https://www.teaching-matters-blog.ed.ac.uk/affordances-of-places-and-spaces-when-we-blur-the-lines-of-indoor-outdoor-and-online-a-conversation-between-robbie-nicol-and-heidi-smith/

