Scotland

Qoe aAucC

The Alliance for Sustainability
Leadership in Education

Student Leaders: Campaigning for
Sustainability

Using COP26 to engage students with climate change and sustainability
17t August 2021

Matt Woodthorpe | EAUC-Scotland Programme Manager

www.eauc.org.uk



Scotland

seauc

The Alliance for Sustainability
Leadership in Education

This talk

Universities /
Colleges

Sustainability Students

wWwWw.eauc.org.uk




Scotland

p ,;r» Aiiaf,:%\

' 4 |\
{ N\
| ) J
\ \ V 4

\

\ /-;\f’}

The Alliance for Sustainability
Leadership in Education

This talk

Universities /
Colleges

Sustainabilit Students

wWwWw.eauc.org.uk




Scotland

ieauc

The Alliance for Sustainability
Leadership in Education

[Campaigning for]
Sustainability at the
University of Stirling

Students’ Union

wWwWw.eauc.org.uk



Scotland

eceauc

) The Alliance for Sustainability
4 Leadership in Education

The Sustainability Hub

www.eauc.org.uk



Scotland

eauc

The Alliance for Sustainability
Leadership in Education

Achievements To Date

« 2019 — 1st Carbon Neutral Students’ Union

« 2019 - Divestment

« 2018 — 2019 — Mooncups (Period Poverty)

« 2018 — Funding for +25% bike parking spaces

« 2018 — 20p Coffee cup charge

« 2017 — 2019 — Interhall Energy Competition

« 2017 — Paperless coursework

« 2015 - 2017 — Funding transition

« 2014 - Food Hive established

« 2014 — Community Garden & Accommodation Food Waste Collections
« 2012 — Green and Blue Space & Fair Share established
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Wider sustainability

Sustainability is not just about carbon.

Plant-based diets

Living Wage o
Biodiverse campuses

Growing spaces
Active travel

Curriculum development and content

Period poverty
Black attainment gap

Circular Economy

Plastics ban Accessibility

Health and Wellbeing
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The Alliance for Sustainability
Leadership in Education

O Scotland
Ooe auc
Campaigns do not happen in
isolation and their structure

and success is shaped by a
wide range of external factors.
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Key “takeaways” of effective
campaigning eauc

* PLAN! — SMART plan your campaign:
- be specific what you want students/union/institution to do
- forecast future barriers — time can be against us
- manage expectations

« Do groundwork — informs your plan and actions

« Understand your key relationships — stakeholder and motivation
mapping
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Scotland

Key “takeaways” of effective f e auc
campaigning )it

 Be prepared to do a lot of work (you may feel the Uni/College
should be doing this)

* Do regular self/team reflections of the campaign
- How is it going?
- Has the wider context changed since you started?
- Do we need to alter the plan?
* Do keep everyone in the loop — bring them on the journey
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Key “takeaways” of effective
campaigning O eauc

Leadership in Education

« What is campaigning?

Can be a lot of shouting
on social media — which
is good!
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Key “takeaways” of effective Scotland

campaigning

The Alliance for Sustainability
Leadership in Education

« What is campaigning?

Can be a lot of shouting
on social media — which
is good!

But remember the
importance of non-public
campaigning — 'dry’ but
crucial.

'}iumirnhiliy PProject Proposal and Supporting Business Case — 2019/20

This template is intended to provide a structure for capturing input of essential information for the
Sustairabilty Project Propasal: Plastic-Free Campus Sward and Water Fauntsing

St

[[Prapasal conteat and cutline

Plastic-fres Campus |Surfers Sgainst Sewage):

This award scheme retognises communities and campuses that are actively champianing the removal
of single-use plastics in their respective emdronments.

& millian tonnes of plastic eaters the maring eniranment each year, The effects of this waste &
widespread — i ing marine ¥ through ien and health deterioration, with
knock-an effects fer human health thraugh consumption of marine products A study in the US faund
BRA [ plastic deriviative and endacrine disruptar) in detectable levels in children as young as 6 months
ald,

The Students’ Unian is seking for the University te build an the great werk betwaen the SU, University
and Baxter Starey this past year and engage with the Plastic-free Campus programme. This work ta
diste has incided:

»  Inereasing use of reusable coffes cups to approximately 35% of campus hit drink sales {fram
35 2007/18 bassling) — this has remaved approvimately 150,000 dispasable caflee cugs in
2018/19 {3 tonnes inwaste)

= Remeval of condiment sachets and replacing these with refillable botthes

= Union banning extermal businesses using plastic bags (Fresher's Fayre}

Water Fountains Petition:

In 2017, 156 students and staff respanded to llona Kagers (Sustainabilivy Officer for the Students’
Unien 200718} survey supperting the stance the University of Stiding did net ravide adequate free
drinking water Facilities for students. Based an this survey, the Corparste Sustainability Steering Groug
actianed a scoping exercise. This produced a mag of potential new chilled water fountain paints - 1in
Pathisat building and 2 in Cottrell. Hawever, University senior managers rejected the prapesed
project due to costs. 3 chilled water Fountains would cost appraximately £6,000 to purchase, for the
benefit af 4 campus community of over 14,000,

In respanse to this, Hanmah Dry (Sustainability Officer) launched & petition during Scatland’s Cimate
Week 752 students and staff support the statement:

As o student/staff member of the University, | befieve that free drinking water aceess /s inndeguate
aned | ask thit the University invests in werter fauntains in secessible public srea <o peaple can aecess
Jree woter and reduce the University's single-use slastic battie consamption.

The Students” Unicn is seeking the University to recansider it initial dacisian and invest in high gquality

fineluding battle counter], aceessible water fountains acrmss sampus. We believe having ehilled
fauntaing with bottle caunters is impartant as they are in fine with gamification theary and builds 4

cammunity respar irvability issuis. The University would be able ba guantify casily haw many
battles have been saved by stude nts, stalf and visitars each year and p his.

wWwWw.eauc.org.uk

The: Plastic-free G Auward and Water Fountai ject wauklz

*  Suppart thee University's carbon reduction targets and wider sustainability plan
= Improve the University's reputation a5 a sustainability keader

Carlier this year, the Students’ Union’s social media past that the University had committed to
divesting its fossil fued investments reached over 12,000 people, with over 4,000 post engagements.
The Students” Union's announcement of being carban neutral has reached nearly 5,000 people and
resultied in thrae arganisations already asking for moee details and suppare with their awn wark.
This, and in the context of the local, national and international Youth Strikes 4 Climate Changs,
demensteates that laading on sustainability presents a significart PR opportunity fee the University
i retruiting new students, and impraving the sudent and staff experiencs of the University when
enrelled ar emplayed.

Costs

Phastic-fres Campus:

= Ho sward cous
® [atablishment of a Plactics Working Group [Commurcial Services, Baxter Starey, Students’
Unitn) owerssen by the Carporate Sustainability Steering Group.

Water fountaine:

= lnitial scoping estimates presented to the Corporate Sustainahility Stesring Group in spring
201E suggested approximately £5,000 installation coss for 3 water fountains,

Further notes:

= University OF Edinburngh will have upgraded ) installed 200 free water paints by 2021
hitpso/ fwns.ed. ac. uk festates buildings-i icny Free-water-points
= Glasgow Caledonian University have 31 wister fountains

hitps/ fwnan. ustainahilitywasterscyeli

* The University OF Stirling
Students’ Union clubs and
societies supparted Scottish
“Wiatter launching their public tap
in Stirfing as part of Scotland’s
Climats Wesk. The Scottish
Water initiative has saved
120,000 plastic battles from
being used scress 5 public taps
ter dlatee.
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Key “takeaways” of effective
campaigning auc

* Remember this is a journey — build ) s G
relationships (not always easy!) and @
keep chipping away to create a
strong legacy for future work.
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INDUSTRY, INHOVATION
HI]IIFHS’I‘ILEIM

 Using the UN SDGs as a framework _
for sustainability can help a lot _! @ syt
internally and externally COALS
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Role of Student Leaders

) The Alliance for Sustainability
' Leadership in Education

Students, Student Officers and your respective Students' |
Union/Association can be a key driver for many types of change, including T o
issues surrounding sustainable development and climate justice.
Understanding of the climate and ecological crisis and sustainability within §
student governance structures and the wider student body is essential to
creating a step-change in campus sustainability.

for Sustainability
R . A quick guide for
esources: responding to the climate
Student Leaders for Sustainability Guide ’ Srrrrrrr/

Example Students’ Union / Association SMART Action Plan
Simplified SU / SA GHG emission calculator

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee

You have the platform to create positive change.
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Thank you
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