


background

BA Fashion Branding with Communication

specialist art and design institution

~ 40-50 students per year group

~ 670 hours contact time (all tutors)

engaged tutor team

students from range of backgrounds including 

non-art and design

‘generalist’, concept-driven course

specifically talking about Level 5 / second year



challenges

fundamental un-sustainable nature of discipline

overconsumption > environmental degradation 

(WRAP, 2017)

systemic racism (Legesse, 2020; Delgado and 

Stefancic, 2017) 

unjust and unhealthy labour (Loscialpo and 

Mongelli, 2021) 

materialism’s glamour: long term dissatisfaction 

(Chancellor and Lyubomirsky, 2011) vs momentary 

hedonic pleasure

+ the addictive quality of casting spells



critical theory place based

self reflection





place based

“aims to contribute to the production of 

educational discourses and practices that 

explicitly examine the place-specific nexus 

between environment, culture and education” 

(Gruenewald, 2003, p.10)

?? re-presencing students to place

?? mutable (im)permanence 





Global communities and digital communication - Watch Video

https://www.loom.com/share/935a96ff8e93418992ce93c625fe192d
https://www.loom.com/share/935a96ff8e93418992ce93c625fe192d
https://www.loom.com/share/935a96ff8e93418992ce93c625fe192d
















conclusion

what works: consistent place-based teaching

what needs support: student interaction with 

local area

more space and resource needed for critical 

theory especially around contemporary and 

radical sustainability discourse

becoming local, thinking global


