
A deposit return system  
for Scotland 







Deposit Return System 
What is it? 

• Small deposit on drinks containers 

• Get it back when you return the container 

• Over the counter or reverse vending machine 

• Glass bottles, metal cans, plastic bottles 

• 250 million people in 40 countries/regions 

• 130 million people in Europe 
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• Small deposit on drinks containers 

• Get deposit back when you return  
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• 130 million people in Europe 



Deposit Retu tem 
Benefits 

• Cuts litter 

• Boosts recycling rates 

• Saves local council costs 

• Creates jobs 

• Promotes circular economy 

• Tackles climate change 

Deposit return impact 

• Cuts litter 

• Boosts recycling rates 

• Saves local council costs 

• Creates jobs 

• Promotes circular economy 

• Tackles climate change 



Typical return rates 

  Stop beverage container littering 

  

 Improve environmental  standards 

 

  Achieve high recycling rates  

  

  Save local authorities money  

 

 Create new green jobs 

 

 Capture valuable resources 

 

 Achieve landfill reduction  

 

 Recover quality input material for 
recyclers enabling bottle to bottle 
recycling 

 

  Change behaviour within society  

 

 

Data gathered: 2010 - 2012 

Country Examples: 

Germany (2012) 98,5 % (PET/CAN/GLASS) 

Denmark (2012) 89,0 % (PET/CAN/GLASS) 

Sweden (2012) 85,0 % (PET/CAN) 

Norway (2012) 95,0 % (PET/CAN) 

Finland (2012) 93,3 % (PET/CAN/GLASS) 

Canada (2010) 80 %  

USA (2012)  70,71 % (average taken from 10 states) 

South Australia (2012): 80,8 % 

Source: System Operators 



Effects on littering 

 Beverage packaging makes up to 40% - 50% of littering volume (Deutsche Umwelthilfe) 

 It’s not the number of littered items that bothers people and causes high 

clean up costs  - It’s the volume (the littered area) 

 

 

 

 

 

Deposit systems are highly effective in preventing and reducing littering  

Even if the consumer litters, someone else will pick the container up to redeem 

it for cash 

Deposit reduces litter by providing a real monetary value to the waste streams 

 Bottles without a deposit system are 10 times more likely to be littered 

 

 

 

 



Public attitudes around the world 

  Stop beverage container littering 

  

 Improve environmental  standards 

 

  Achieve high recycling rates  

  

  Save local authorities money  

 

 Create new green jobs 

 

 Capture valuable resources 

 

 Achieve landfill reduction  

 

 Recover quality input material for 
recyclers enabling bottle to bottle 
recycling 

 

  Change behaviour within society  

 

 
 Deposit systems very quickly achieve an average recycling rate of > 80% 

 The higher the deposit amount placed on a beverage container the higher the return rate 

 Collection rates almost equal recycling rates   no impurities  
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Data gathered: 1970 – 2013 / Average support out of all polls:  79,68% 



The Dutch example 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_BOdmcVW9eU


Recent developments 

In 2016 alone: 

• Lithuania 

• New South Wales, Australia 

• Queensland, Australia 

• Western Australia 

 
But not everyone loves deposit return… 



Deposit Return System 
What is it? Scottish deposit return pilots 



• Climate Change Act 2009 primary legislation 

• 2015 poll showing 78%+ Scots in favour 

• Campaign launched September 2015 

• Six founding partners 

• Now 35 partners representing 300,000+ people 

• Two local authority motions thus farrvey 

 

‘Have You Got The Bottle?’ 



Our work 

• Deposit return in three of five 2016 party 
manifestos  

• Scottish Government Advisory Group 

• Global Campaign Summit 

• Stakeholder trips 

• Profile-raising  

• Partnerships 



Good for business in Scotland 

• Restaurants and cafes 

• Large retailers 

• Small grocers 

• Social enterprise 





Good for local authorities in Scotland 

May 2015 ZWS study - deposit return would 
each year save local authorities:  
£7m in litter picking costs 

+ £5m on kerbside collection 

+ £1m less on household recycling centres 

= £13m cost savings 



• Insert quotes from local authorities 





 

The only way drinks litter is going to go away 
is if we make it go away. 

Join us.  
 

Follow us.  
Retweet us. 

Talk about us.  
Write about us.  

 
@yougotthebottle 
FB: ‘Got The Bottle’ 

www.haveyougotthebottle.org.uk  

info@haveyougotthebottle.org.uk 
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Questions? 


