
 

 

 

 

Professor Pamela Gillies CBE, FRSE 



 

• 20,000 Students 

 

• 34% difficult backgrounds 

 

• Very low drop out rates 

 

• 96% employment rate 

 

• Top modern University for 
research power 

 

• Highest rating for 
teaching quality 

 

• Values led University 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 GCU Key Facts 



Sustainable Economic Growth 



 

 

 

 

University for the Common Good in practice and 
sustainability  

 

 

 

 

• Environmental Impact 

 

• Social Impact 

 

• Financial Impact 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Environmentally Sustainable Campus 

Heart of the Campus – ‘Very good’ by BREEAM standards 



NO Waste to landfill 



Combined Heat and Power and Education Centre 





 

 

 

 

First ever Scottish University to win 



Centre for Climate Justice 



Centre for Climate Justice 



Centre for Climate Justice: Scotland Lights up Malawi 



Safe Energy and Safe Construction Research 



Fair Fashion CEO Council 



United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 



Please Keep the Change 



Rana Plaza 



GCU NY VP wearing ‘Trash’ Dress 



Social Sustainability 

 Prof John McKendrick 



Social Sustainability: Raising Aspirations 

 Caledonian Club worked with 14,000 pupils and 3,500 parents  



Social Sustainability: Unlocking Talent 

 Advanced Highers Hub – 152 pupils achieving 91% pass rate  



Social Sustainability: Reaching out to the Community 



Social Sustainability: Grameen in the UK 



Social Sustainability: Yunus Centre for Research 
    



Globally Networked: Growth with Purpose 
    

 Oman    Bangladesh 



Globally Networked: Capability enhancement  
    



Globally Networked: Johannesburg Township 



Globally Networked: GCU Transnet Graduates 



Globally Networked: Phelophepa Train 



Globally Networked: Eskom 



Globally Networked: African Leadership College 



Globally Networked: Port Louis Mauritius 



Globally Networked: GCU Students in Port Louis 



Social Innovation 



 

 

 

 

Financial Sustainability Economic Impact 

 

• £11.5m a year to 
the University 

 

• £100m in ten years 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

• £1b a year to the 
economy 

 

• Productivity for 
companies 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



University for the Common Good  

since 1875 


