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What do Universities do for the SDGs?

All universities UK universities



All Universities UK Universities THE University of Leicester

1st Good Health & Wellbeing Good Health & Wellbeing Good Health & Wellbeing Good Health & Wellbeing

2nd Responsible Consumption & 
Production 546,731 Responsible Consumption & 

Production 34,191 Responsible Consumption & 
Production 8,741 

Peace, Justice & Strong 
Institutions 410

3rd Clean Water & Sanitation 471,585 Climate Action 32,103 Gender Equality 8,719 Gender Equality 377

4th Affordable & Clean Energy 461,951 Gender Equality 29,533 Climate Action 8,015 Climate Action 337

5th Climate Action 419,110 Peace, Justice & Strong 
Institutions 26,800 Affordable & Clean Energy 7,082 Life On Land 281

6th Zero Hunger 328,366 Life On Land 26,243 Peace, Justice & Strong 
Institutions 6,995 

Sustainable Cities and 
Communities 216

7th Life On Land 302,421 Clean Water & Sanitation 25,821 Clean Water & Sanitation 6,371 
Decent Work & Economic 

Growth 213

8th Industry, Innovation & 
Infrastructure 296,109 Affordable & Clean Energy 25,573 Life On Land 6,114 No Poverty 204

9th Gender Equality 288,537 No Poverty 22,689 No Poverty 6,103 Clean Water & Sanitation 198

10th Sustainable Cities and 
Communities 235,131 Industry, Innovation & 

Infrastructure 21,586 Industry, Innovation & 
Infrastructure 5,589 Life Below Water 197



1. How to convince your organisation to write a SDG report

2. How to write a SDG report

3. What you do with the information once you’ve got it

4. Group discussion

5. Wrap up

• Top tips

• How to guide

Agenda



Why write a report?

• Puts existing work into context

• Extra string to the sustainability bow

• Maps academic activities

• Identifies synergies and discord between operational and 
academic values

• Identifies existing and potential collaborations

• Organisational reputation 

• We ♡ reporting!



Report structure



Methodology



Metrics

The 
University

Research Teaching
Public 

engagement
Internal 

processes

Working with Research Services:
• Trialled three different methodologies for metrics:

• More comprehensive SDSN keyword list compiled by Monash 
University and SDSN Australia/Pacific

• More stringent Elsevier method
• An intermediate ‘homegrown’ keyword list



Metrics

• Different results based on method:

– Both in terms of numbers and spread
Method SDSN Home-grown Elsevier
Number of 
publications 13360 455 105
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Metrics

• Settled for SDSN and Elsevier method since replicable, 
developed elsewhere and shows range of methodologies



Metrics
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Curriculum audit:
• Reviewed descriptions of all 3,365 modules offered in 2017/18 and 

mapped them to SDGs
• Direct and indirect relationship



Metrics

• Number and proportion of courses 2017/18
• Direct and indirect

• Number of students 2017/18
• Taking direct and indirect courses



Case studies

• For the case studies throughout the report (research, public 
engagement, learning and students and operations) we 
collected case studies through:

– Consultations

– Staff survey

– Interviews



Case studies

• Database recording:
– Name of initiative

– Description

– Mapping to SDGs and core area(s)

– Web link and image link

– Contact person

• Comprehensive consultation

• Enough case studies for report 
and microsite



Contribution mapping

Summary of how we’re performing against all of the goals.



Report done – now what?

• External sharing 
• Use data for other reporting (SDG Accord, THE Impact Ranking, 

Responsible Business Tracker)
• Internal communications

– Celebrate research strengths
– Identify ESD areas of strength & weakness
– Metricise assumptions
– Student comms

• Strategic goal setting
– focus on all goals or just a few?
– Operations vs academic strengths



Group discussion

• Where are you on your SDG journey?

• What mapping could you, should you do?

• What documents & data do you have/need?

• What support do you need?



Top tips

• SDGs mapped to press releases

• SDGs on each course in the prospectus

• SDGs on each blackboard course site

• Think about the scope of your organisation (all goals or a few)

• Sign the SDG Accord

• Take part in THE league table

• Map other activity e.g. engagement



Engagement example



Questions?

• Leicester report: www.le.ac.uk/sdgs

• Manchester report www.manchester.ac.uk/sdgs

http://www.le.ac.uk/sdgs
http://www.manchester.ac.uk/sdgs


The SDG Accord

End extreme poverty, inequality and climate change
www.sdgaccord.org
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