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ENERGY and WATER POLICY

Introduction

This Institute Energy and Water Policy publicly sets out: a statement of commitment from senior management supported by a strategic action plan, the aim of which is to meet or exceed environmental legislation and approved codes of practice, whilst as far as practicable minimising the environmental impact of our buildings. 

Previously, the Institute had no explicit energy policy although a statement on energy and water management was part of its environment policy
. However, rising student numbers, dramatic increase in the use of computers, rising fuel costs and improved knowledge about the risks and effects of atmospheric pollution has led to the need for a separate Energy and Water Policy. This decision was also influenced by an Auditor General for Wales' recommendation (2005)
, to the Welsh Higher Education Funding Council, that higher education institutions develop an energy and water policy.

As part of this strategy, the Institute will endeavour to practice responsible energy and water management  by its staff and students. The Institute will aim to introduce and maintain energy and water management procedures which will comply with all relevant UK codes of practice and relevant auditing measures. In addition, Welsh and UK benchmarks will be used to judge the success of the Institute’s energy policy.  (This policy will also be linked with the Institute’s sustainable procurement policy
.) 

Energy and Water Policy Statement

The Institute will:-

1. purchase energy and water at the most competitive and advantageous rates

2. utilise energy as efficiently as possible by low cost or no cost measures (good housekeeping)

3. develop monitoring and targeting  systems which enable each Faculty to become responsible for their own water and energy use

4. invest in short term payback energy and water improvements

5. to ‘design in’ energy and water efficiency into all new buildings, refurbishment projects and equipment purchases

6. publish annual targets for energy and water consumption, whilst reporting on the previous year’s results

7. reduce harmful gaseous and waste emissions especially CO2
8. raise the awareness of staff and students on energy and water saving techniques

9. increase the use of renewable sources of energy

10. where cost effective and practical, procure goods and services from organisations who demonstrate a commitment to energy and water efficiency

11. the Institute is committed to implement this policy  through a strategic energy and  water action plan which will be reviewed for progress and updated each year, and by providing sufficient resources for its implementation.
� This was approved by  the Academic Board and Institute Governors in June and  July 1999.





� The National Audit Office Wales (2005) Energy and Water Management in the Higher Education Sector in Wales’ 


� At the time of writing, this policy is currently under review. (6/10/05)
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