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University of Edinburgh Scope 3 and Climate Action 

Procurement Update

• Scope 3 Project, led by Dr. Elizabeth Vander Meer—

• Work internally and externally to see potential of GHG Protocol 

methods to account for Scope 3 embodied carbon

• Action-oriented—looking for link to emissions reduction 

strategies—e.g., LCC, internal carbon pricing, carbon budgeting, 

etc. 

• First look at construction, catering, labs and logistics

• Current status – included new initiatives in lab 

procurements and results from student-led project
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Summary of 

different 

methods for 

Scope 3 

analysis 



Student project – Business School Consultancy Course  

Scope 3 reporting – examine “non-spend” or more 

detailed methods within protocol 

Looked at construction, food and logistics

Worked with TUCO GHG Scope 3 tool: 

https://www.tuco.ac.uk/ghgcalculator/index.html

Construction—worked with already available documents, 

bills of quantities/specification in excel form
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https://www.tuco.ac.uk/ghgcalculator/index.html


TUCO Tool, student project results
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TUCO has 

produced a new 

GHG Tool 

Using older version 

of the tool, 

students put spend 

data, converting 

units into KG (new 

version has 

multiple units), 

students were 

successful in using 

the TUCO tool 



Student project, construction embodied emissions
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Major challenge to do in-

depth carbon analysis

Students were only able 

to analyse certain 

materials using currently 

available documentation 

for individual project

This however, identified 

some of the most carbon 

intensive elements, 

concrete and steel 

Focus on carbon 

intensity rather than 

comprehensive analysis 

may be most useful for 

practical action 



Climate Action in Procurement in addition to scope 3 

Ensuring procurement addresses carbon impact of organisational operations, in 

particular in energy, heating and efficiency. Procurement decisions have a huge impact on 

‘Scope 2’ and ‘Scope 1’ emissions energy and heating procurement, or switching to LED 

lighting, standard boiler systems with heat pump systems or district heating initiatives, and 

through Life Cycle Costing assessment (LCC). 

Addressing the embodied or indirect carbon impact of purchases themselves.

Virtually all goods and services will have embodied carbon impacts at different points in 

supply chains, some of which span across the globe from manufacturing, transport and 

materials extraction. 

Signalling priorities to supplier markets and facilitating change and innovation. 

Engage markets to let them know emissions reductions is a high priority or support 

emerging low carbon markets.

Ensuring Climate Adaptation risks are addressed

Need: shared information/understanding of carbon hotspots and solutions, data that 

we can aggregate easily across categories and organisations
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Public emissions across Scotland, Sustainable 

Scotland Network
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• SSN produces 

amalgamated Climate 

reporting in annual 

summary analysis

• Through this they identify 

trends, e.g., strategies for 

better emissions reductions

• We could improve scope 3 

voluntarily and subject to 

group reporting like this

• Analysis could be also 

informed by shared pipeline

• https://sustainablescotlandn

etwork.org/reports/summary

-analysis-report-2017-18

https://sustainablescotlandnetwork.org/reports/summary-analysis-report-2017-18

