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Quick wins for greening existing 

buildings using BREEAM 

 

ÅOverview of BREEAM Existing Buildings schemes 

ÅBREEAM In-Use 

ÅBREEAM Refurbishment and Fit-out 

ÅQuick wins for greening your existing estate 

 



BREEAM ratings on this campus 
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BREEAM projects 

 



BREEAM Buildings 

 

16% of BREEAM buildings from Education sector 



BREEAM ï Whole building lifecycle 

assessment 

 



The performance gap 

 

Why donôt buildings perform as designed? 

ÅIn-accurate modelling at the design stage 

ÅAdditional unregulated loads not modelled 

ÅDesign imperfections 

ÅPoor building/occupier management 

ÅIn-adequate commissioning 



The case for refurbishment 

 

ÅUniversity of Bradford Library 
Building 
Å£1.7 million cost 
ÅRevolving Green Fund 
ÅImproved DEC rating from E to B 
ÅSaved £100k in energy costs per 

annum 
ÅMore students using the building 

as a result of improvements 



Greening existing buildings with 

BREEAM 

 

Step 1: Measure  

Measure performance of your estate (baseline) through 

BREEAM In-Use 

 

Step 2: Plan 

Identify areas for improvement (quick wins) using BREEAM 

In-Use 

 

Step 3: Implement  

Use BREEAM Refurbishment and BREEAM In-use as a 

framework to facilitate improvement  in: 

 - asset and refurbishment performance 

 - facilities management 

 - organisational effectiveness 

 



Greening existing buildings with 

BREEAM 

 
Step 4: Re-measures 

Post refurbishment use BREEAM In-Use to re-measures 

building at occupancy stage 

 

Step 5: Optimise performance 

Through: commissioning, remediation, user engagement, 

building management, organisational policies etc. 

 

Step 6: Implement continual improvement 

Continue to measures and improve and consider further 

improvements to wider estate 

 



Step 1: Measure: introduction to 

BREEAM In-Use 

 



What is BREEAM In Use? 

 

ÅEnvironmental assessment method for existing (in-use) non-

domestic buildings  

 

Å Standard, easy-to-use assessment methodology and 

independent certification process 

 

Å On-going assessment method to encourage continual 

improvements 

 

Å Improves environmental performance and building management 

 

Å Assist in identifying performance of property portfolio 



BREEAM In-Use 

 

ÅAllows assessment of buildings at: 

 

1. Asset level 

2. Building management level 

3. Occupier level 

 

Providing an overall picture of environmental performance 

 

ÅHelps highlight quick wins and more strategic 

improvements across the property portfolio 



BREEAM In-Use 

 



Benefits of BREEAM In Use 



BREEAM In-Use Categories 

 

BREEAM Management 

Health and 
Wellbeing 

Energy 

Transport 

Water 

Materials 

Waste 

Land Use and 
Ecology 

Pollution 



BREEAM In-Use ratings 

 

BREEAM In-Use Star Ratings, ranging from 1 to 6 stars. 

Score Rating Star rating 

<10% UNCLASSIFIED ς 

>10% ACCEPTABLE Ċ 

>25% PASS ĊĊ 

>40% GOOD ĊĊĊ 

>55% VERY GOOD ĊĊĊĊ 

>70% EXCELLENT ĊĊĊĊĊ 

>85% OUTSTANDING ĊĊĊĊĊĊ 



Integration of other standards 

 

ISO 14001: Environmental Management Systems 

 

ISO 50001: Energy Management 

 

ISO 9001: Quality Management 



BREEAM In-Use International online 

tool 

 



Example asset performance questions 

 

Do occupants have personal control over temperature in their area 
of work? 



Example building management 

questions 

 

ÅHas a building users guide been made accessible to all building 

users? 

ÅIs there a notice board or display present that displays information 

relating to the performance of the asset? 



Example occupier management 

questions 

 
Å Is there an environmental management policy and/or procedure in place? 
ÅTo what extent are water management arrangements in place that allow 

monitoring against set targets? 


