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Overview

• Introduction to whole institution approaches to ESD

• Pecha Kucha case studies: 
– Valeria from MMU

– Jess from NTU

– Grace from ARU

– Maria from Kingston

• Wrap up

• Q & A
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How do we define ESD?

Education for sustainable development is the 
process of equipping students with the knowledge 
and understanding, skills and attributes needed to 
work and live in a way that safeguards 
environmental, social and economic wellbeing, both 
in the present and for future generations. 

QAA ESD guidance 2014
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Student demand

85% of students consistently agree or strongly agree that 
“sustainable development is something which universities and 

colleges should actively incorporate and promote”

70% of students consistently agree or strongly agree that 
“sustainable development is something which university and 

college courses should actively incorporate and promote”

60% of students consistently agree or strongly agree that 
“sustainable development is something which I would like to learn 

more about”
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Across the institution

Curriculum

CommunityCampus

Formal 

Informal 

Subliminal
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Whole Institution 

Approaches 

Connecting and spreading 
good practice through:

• Effective strategy

• Cohesive approaches

• Collecting and sharing  
information on existing 
action

• Engaging across all
faculties and departments 



A Case Study from

Valeria Vargas, ESD Coordinator
Headline Sponsor Learning, Teaching 

and Research

Taking ESD from a Pocket of Good 

Practice to a Whole-Institution Approach









People and Planet, University  League 
2015

Result of 100% in Education for Sustainable Development 
Criteria in the People and Planet Green League, which 

contributed to MMU's 3rd place in this league. 



International Environmental 
Management System

March 2015               March 2016

1st UK university to achieve the new and more challenging standard 
ISO 14001 : 2015





Engagement of Key Stakeholder 
groups

• Students

• Course Reps 

• Teaching staff from all faculties (ESD group)

• Institutional leadership teams: 

• Estates and Services Advisory Group (ESAG)

• Environmental Strategy Board (ESB)

• Faculty Executive Groups (FEG)











What our 

students say…



QAA-HEA Education for Sustainable 

Development (ESD) Guidance 

• Global citizenship

• Environmental stewardship

• Social Justice, ethics and well-being

• Future facing outlook

Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA), Higher 
Education Academy (HEA) (2014), Education for Sustainable 
Development : Guidance for UK Higher Education Providers.







http://gdee.eu/images/Awards/Incorporating-Sustainable-Wool-Processing.pdf
http://gdee.eu/images/Awards/Incorporating-Sustainable-Wool-Processing.pdf


Adapted model from 
http://www.fibershed.com/wool-mill-vision/

• School of Engineering

• School of Fashion

• Engineers without borders

• Student Projects

• Provided funding to student to go to 
conference and present their work

• Provided funding for Unit X project in the 
Art School

European Award- Global Dimension of 
Engineering Education 

http://www.fibershed.com/wool-mill-vision/


• Enhancing student experience through embedding Education for 

Sustainable Development in the curriculum

Dr. Hannah Matthews

• Teaching Ethics and Sustainability to Accounting Students – A Student 

View

Dr. Jack Christian

Scholarship of Teaching and Learning 

The SOTL research grants support and encourage scholarly work 

that aims to improve the quality of students’ learning.



14-16 September 2016: 
WSSD-U-2016 at the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT)





A Case Study from

Jess Willats, ESD Officer

Headline Sponsor Learning, Teaching 

and Research

Taking ESD from a Pocket of Good 

Practice to a Whole-Institution Approach
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The Journey to 

Curriculum Refresh 

https://flic.kr/p/owHZ86
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The Green Academy 
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‘‘They brainwashed us from day 

one. I'm sick of hearing about 

global warming, healthy eating, 

and multiculturalism’’
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The Sustainability in 

Practice (SiP) Certificate
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How do we 

feed the 

world 

without 

destroying 

it?
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SiP Challenge Day
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New Themes 

https://flic.kr/p/9tpUcK

Fashion

https://flic.kr/p/fLwSf6

Energy

https://flic.kr/p/fLwSf6
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The Future Thinking 

Model
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Curriculum Refresh 



Learning, Teaching 

and Research

The ESD Framework 
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ESD: Future Thinking 

Learning Room 
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ESD: Future Thinking

Learning Room 
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Linking to the SDGs 
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NTU Case Studies as 

Teaching Resources 
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NTU Case Studies as 

Teaching Resources 
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Staff Events
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Responsible Futures
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Thank you for listening 

Email: jessica.willats@ntu.ac.uk

@NTUfood4thought

mailto:jessica.willats@ntu.ac.uk


A Case Study from

Grace Philips, Learning for Sustainability 

Coordinator
Headline Sponsor Learning, Teaching 

and Research

Taking ESD from a Pocket of Good 

Practice to a Whole-Institution Approach











































A Case Study from

Maria Xypaki, Curriculum Development Assistant

Sustainability Hub, VCASD 
Headline Sponsor Learning, Teaching 

and Research

Taking ESD from a Pocket of Good 

Practice to a Whole-Institution Approach
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Case study:
Kingston University London

Maria Xypaki  
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Case study:
Kingston University London

Maria Xypaki  
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Case study:
Kingston University London

Maria Xypaki  

At Kingston University London 

(KUL), sustainability and ethics 

are at the core of our learning and 

teaching, our research and our 

enterprise activities, with the 

intention to create graduates who 

are “...professional, creative, 

proactive, thoughtful, resilient and 

globally aware…”
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Case study:
Kingston University London

Maria Xypaki  

Led By Learning 
Course Design / Validation/Review - RAF/AQSH 
Kingston Graduate attributes 
Academic and SMT Champions 
Sustainability Hub, VCASD 
Collaborations: Personal Tutors, EDI
Support learning and teaching  across the university

Formal 
Curriculum 

Learning and 
Teaching 

Students’ Union 
Kingston Hub 

“Living Laboratory ” 
Green Impact / SSO
Green Connectors
Volunteering 

Co-
curricular 
Learning

Kingston 
Award  

Responsible Futures and University Education Committee 
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Case study:
Kingston University London

Maria Xypaki  

KUL 

Strategic 

Plan 
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Case study:
Kingston University London

Maria Xypaki  

KUL 

Courses
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Case study:
Kingston University London

Maria Xypaki  

KUL 

Graduate 

Attributes 
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Case study:
Kingston University London

Maria Xypaki  

Academic & 

Senior 

Management 

Champions
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Case study:
Kingston University London

Maria Xypaki  

Sustainability Hub, Vice Chancellor’s 

Advisory and Support Directorate 



Learning, Teaching 

and Research

Case study:
Kingston University London

Maria Xypaki  

More and more collaborations 
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Case study:
Kingston University London

Maria Xypaki  

Support Teaching and Learning 
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Case study:
Kingston University London

Maria Xypaki  
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Case study:
Kingston University London

Maria Xypaki  
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Case study:
Kingston University London

Maria Xypaki  
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Case study:
Kingston University London

Maria Xypaki  

“Living

Laboratory”
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Case study:
Kingston University London

Maria Xypaki  
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Case study:
Kingston University London

Maria Xypaki  

Use the “language” 

of your Institution

Understand 

priorities and 

dynamics 
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Case study:
Kingston University London

Maria Xypaki  

Build relationships

Don’t step on 

others’ toes 
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Case study:
Kingston University London

Maria Xypaki  

Baby Steps

Perseverance

Offer support 

(to get support)! 
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Key learning outcomes

Celebrate pockets of good 
practice and continue to 
encourage and support 

your champions

Use these examples to 
build the case for wider 

engagement

Engage across the campus

• Students’ union 

• Teaching and learning staff

• Sustainability / estates team

• Wider community  

Use cohesive, embedded 
strategy to drive forward 

and strengthen your work

Link this strategy to 
institutional values, 

priorities, and desired 
graduate attributes
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Thank you!

Any questions?

Valeria Vargas, MMU –
v.vargas@mmu.ac.uk

Jess Willats, NTU –
jessica.willats@ntu.ac.uk

Grace Philip, ARU –
grace.philip@anglia.ac.uk

Maria Xypaki, Kingston –
m.xypaki@kingston.ac.uk

Quinn Runkle, NUS –
quinn.runkle@nus.org.uk

mailto:v.vargas@mmu.ac.uk
mailto:Jessica.willats@ntu.ac.uk
mailto:grace.philip@Anglia.ac.uk
mailto:m.xypaki@kingston.ac.uk
mailto:quinn.runkle@nus.org.uk

