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What is fairtrade
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Millions of farmers in 
developing countries aren’t 
paid what they deserve. We’re 
working to change this.

OUR MISSION





Five goals
1 - Passing a Fairtrade policy statement
2 - Getting Fairtrade products on campus
3 – Using Fairtrade Products at meetings
4 – Organising Fairtrade Campaigns
5 – Set up a Fairtrade Steering Group





How it works
• Two year review period
• Free to get, but unsupported
• 113 / 170 TEIs have the standard, making it the 

most popular environmental standard in the 
sector?

• For 13-20 year olds, 98% had a awareness of the 
Mark, over 60% said they would take action for 
Fairtrade. 

• Lots more demand, and more FT purchased on 
campuses

• Some evidence of embedding into the curriculum











Early thoughts on a new NUS Fairtrade 
University and College Standard
• Full reset
• More challenging
• Retain partnership approach
• Supported
• Local student auditors, possibly course credit?
• Audit every two years
• Small fee, differentiated FE and HE
• Aim: Educational; responsible consumerism; a 

catalyst for so much more
• Pilot 2017/18



Round 1: Existing scheme
• What is the value?
• What do you like?
• What don’t you like?

Round 2: New scheme criteria 
• What should the criteria be, to reinstate challenge?

Round 3: Support and accreditation
• What do you need help with on this? What support 

should we offer? 
• Score gradation, or, different levels of awards? 
• Trained student auditors?



Whole-institution reach of criteria
• Insights: awareness, volumes
• Partnership approach
• Leadership, commitment, policy
• Procurement and commercial teams:

- Actual procurement, clothing
- Advocacy: Foodservice, purchasing consortiums
- Supply chain engagement?

• Consumer engagement, promotion, publicity
• SU / student-led activity
• Teaching / learning
• Research / coursework
• Outreach and influence



2017/18 pilot year
• 4 HEIs, 4 FEIs?
• A diversity of pilot institutions
• Start early summer 2017
• Co-creation
• Commitment to invest time and a bit of budget



jamie.agombar@nus.org.uk
joanna.milis@fairtrade.org.uk

Your questions?


