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Whole Earth?   

UWE, Bristol’s Response to the SU President’s 

Challenge  
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Introduction 
In October 2015, UWE opened the Whole Earth? exhibition on its Frenchay Campus. In response to 
this powerful call to action the President of the Students’ Union challenged the Vice Chancellor to 
publically demonstrate how the university was responding to the University Challenges presented 

in the exhibition. This is the university’s response to that challenge which has been developed 
through a series of conversations with staff and students facilitated by the Students’ Union and the 

Knowledge Exchange for Sustainability Education group. The response focuses upon the 
undergraduate provision of the university although it is recognised that the postgraduate taught 
provision and the research activities of the university make substantial contributions to meeting 

the University Challenges of the Whole Earth? exhibition. 
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The Sustainability Ambition of the 

University  

UWE’s Sustainability Plan sets out the university’s ambition to become a sustainable university.  The 
Sustainability Plan takes its authority from Strategy 2020 and the Vice Chancellor, Chair of the Board of 

Governors and the President of the Students’ Union take collective responsibility to ensure that the aims and 
ambitions of the plan are secured. In the forward to the Plan the three leaders commit the university to 

addressing the issues arising from the imperative for sustainable development. Simply put, this means playing 
our part in ensuring we support the global sustainability agenda for a strong, healthy and just society living 

within environmental limits. The university has implemented considerations of sustainable development   into 
the business planning of the University in both its educational role and in the management of the estate. The 

Plan is overseen by a high level University Sustainability Board with action devolved to Professional Services and 
Faculties to embed sustainable development into their business decision making.   
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The Sustainability Ambition of the 

University  

UWE has been addressing this challenge since the early 1990s and remains committed to ensuring our students - future graduates - 
are exposed to and can engage with the ideas of sustainable development in their programme of study.   The university provide many 
opportunities for the informal curricula of volunteering and public engagement to embrace the sustainable development agenda. For 

UWE, Bristol education for sustainable development is about the contribution that can be made through learning and teaching in both 
the formal and informal curricula. The university seeks to support its students   develop  the  skills, knowledge, behaviours and values 
that help reconcile human needs with the environmental limits of the planet and thus to  prepare our graduates for the sustainable 

development challenges they will confront in their professional and private lives. 

 

As of 2015 the university is proud to announce that all of its full and part time undergraduate and postgraduate teaching programmes 
provide the opportunity for students to consider the issues raised by sustainability within the context of their discipline. For those 
students who wish to develop and extend their understanding of sustainability and to enhance their skills the university, often in 

partnership with the SU, provides a wide range of extra and c o-curricula activities. In addition the university has developed an on- line 
learning package called Keys to Sustainability which will be available to all students from September 2016. UWE, Bristol’s Graduate 

Attributes Framework defines the skills and attributes of a UWE, graduate as self-reliant and connected, ready and able, enterprising, 
globally responsible and future-facing. These attributes, of course, define sustainability.  A graduate leaving UWE, Bristol will have, 

according to actuary tables, some 60 years of life post-graduation and in their professional and private life a UWE, Bristol graduate will 
express these skills and attributes and contribute to the development of a more sustainable future. 
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Response to Specific Whole Earth? 

Challenges 

The University Challenges in the Whole Earth? 
Exhibition The challenge from the President of 

the SU at UWE 
 

The future of humanity will depend on mastering a balancing act, or perhaps a number of balancing acts, all 

balanced. The challenge is to provide for the needs of more than 10 billion people while safeguarding our 

planetary life-support systems, while conserving all the non-human lifeforms that make up those systems, 

while balancing concern for the future with concern for the present. Recent scientific insights better equip us 

to manage those balances. Doing this is your generation’s great task.   

 

Universities are at the cutting edge of this challenge. WHOLE EARTH? is an invitation to students and 

professors to share the research they are doing and approaches they are taking that might underpin future 

security for all. 

 

We have addressed some of the disciplines directly here, but to get through the climate/resource/population 

bottleneck will require the skills and ingenuity of people from all walks of life. Upload your contribution – 

from you personally or from your discipline – to the SOS YouTube channel via SOSnetwork@outlook.com, or 

tweet #studentearth, or email via www.hardrainproject.com/comment, and inspire a wider audience with 

new approaches to problems that sometimes seem overwhelming. 

Dear Steve, Jane, Helen and Jim,  

 

I am writing to follow up the WHOLE EARTH? Launch event, which I was honoured to have been given the 

opportunity to say a few words at on behalf of the Students’ Union. I found the exhibition really inspiring and 

hope it has the same effect on UWE, BRISTOL students and staff alike and encourage them to take positive 

action.  The Students’ Union were very pleased that the University had championed the NUS WHOLE EARTH? 

Campaign and was willing to host the exhibition and use it as a flagship exhibition to start Big Green Week. As 

you know, the Students’ Union are very committed to the sustainability agenda, through our work with the 

Green Team, Green Impact & Responsible Futures – to name a number of initiatives.   On behalf of the students 

at UWE, Bristol, please could I request a response from the University on the individual challenges that the 

campaign highlighted next to each issue? It is crucial for us to ensure that we use these highlighted issues as a 

stepping stone to make change, rather than to simply acknowledge the issues and not take the necessary 

following steps.  

 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Kind Regards, 

Jack Polson 

President – The Students’ Union at UWE, Bristol 

Coldharbour Lane – Frenchay 

15/10/15 

The challenge from the President of the 
SU at UWE 

 



Learning, Teaching and 

Research 

Response to Specific Whole Earth? 

Challenges 



Learning, Teaching and 

Research 

Response to Specific Whole Earth? 

Challenges 



Learning, Teaching and 

Research 

Response to Specific Whole Earth? 

Challenges 



Learning, Teaching and 

Research 

Response to Specific Whole Earth? 

Challenges 



Learning, Teaching and 

Research 

Response to Specific Whole Earth? 

Challenges 



Learning, Teaching and 

Research 

Response to Specific Whole Earth? 

Challenges 



Learning, Teaching and 

Research 

Response to Specific Whole Earth? 

Challenges 



Learning, Teaching and 

Research 

Response to Specific Whole Earth? 

Challenges 



Learning, Teaching and 

Research 

Response to Specific Whole Earth? 

Challenges 



Learning, Teaching and 

Research 

Response to Specific Whole Earth? 

Challenges 



Learning, Teaching and 

Research 

Response to Specific Whole Earth? 

Challenges 



Learning, Teaching and 

Research 

Response to Specific Whole Earth? 

Challenges 



Learning, Teaching and 

Research 

Response to Specific Whole Earth? 

Challenges 



Learning, Teaching and 

Research 

Response to Specific Whole Earth? 

Challenges 



Learning, Teaching and 

Research 

Response to Specific Whole Earth? 

Challenges 



Learning, Teaching and 

Research 

Response to Specific Whole Earth? 

Challenges 



Learning, Teaching and 

Research 

Response to Specific Whole Earth? 

Challenges 



Learning, Teaching and 

Research 

Response to Specific Whole Earth? 

Challenges 



Learning, Teaching and 

Research 

Response to Specific Whole Earth? 

Challenges 



Learning, Teaching and 

Research 

Conclusions  
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The Phenomenon that is WHOLE 

EARTH? – facilitating engagement 

in sustainability issues for 

students, school children and the 

local community 
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Whole Earth? at the University of 

Worcester 

• Midlands photography exhibition 

• Exhibited at joint County Council/University library – The Hive 

• Primary schools children visiting as part of a Storytelling Festival 

• On Campus for academic use 

• The Big Sing 

• ….hoping to put up in city centre for business engagement  
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Midlands photography exhibition 

• 4 Midlands photographers Traditional Toys, Duck 
Brook Community Orchard, Regeneration of Urban 
Waterways, Sustainability on the Allotment, 

• Young volunteers- Worcester Roots Foundation  

Worcestershire projects highlighting role 

environmental improvement plays within 

sustainability. 

• Shown at local Arts Workshop and in Students’ 

Union 

• Open View – invited comments 
• http://susthingsout.com/index.php/a-local-response-to-whole-earth/  
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Whole Earth? at the The Hive 
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• Joint library, shared resources, 

outstanding sustainable building, 

County Council 

• City Council helped develop 

volunteering opportunities 

• Immediately available for WE? 

visitors who’ve been inspired to 

contact local groups. 

• Chained to the exhibition  



Whole Earth? & Storytelling  
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• 10th yr, one of largest children’s events in the region 3000 

children 

• University students interacted with school students 

• 368 pupils, 3 ‘tasks’, differentiated by yr group. 
• Action Research project  
• https://vimeo.com/153103005  

 

https://vimeo.com/153103005
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• Institute of Education 

• Institute of Science and Environment 

• Institute of Humanities and Creative Arts 



Whole Earth? & The Big Sing  
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• 2nd year, 2,200 school children  

• Whole Earth? materials beforehand, exercises in class. On 

the day bring their leaves/photos.  Boys/girls not year 

groups 

• One World, Child of Tomorrow, I turn on the tap 

• ‘Sing’ by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Gary Barlow, Queens 

Birthday Lord-Lieutenant for the County of Worcestershire.  



University of Worcester 

demonstrates…. 

•‘Learning and Legacy: The Role of Education in Creating Healthier, 

Happier Cities,’ considers the role tertiary education institutions play in 

encouraging community cohesion, connecting stakeholders, driving social 

and business innovation and acting as a catalyst for change to influence 

future generations.  
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